
EARLY EUBOEAN SHIP BUILDING* 

Last year's (1986) Greek-British excavations in Lefkandi, Euboea which are conducted under 
my direction and with the cooperation of Prof. Mervyn Popham of Oxford University, were once 
again centred around the Toumba cemetery1. These tombs lie to the east of the low mound 
which covered a large building and two important central burials of the early 10th cent. B.C. 
The Toumba cemetery as a whole belongs to the years following 950 B.C. up until approximately 
825 B.C., whereupon all burials on the hill ceased entirely and the site was abandoned2. 

From the excavated disturbed tomb T.61 come six spherical pyxides belonging to a local 
ceramic workshop, two imported attic pyxides of the early "Middle Geometric I" period (ie. the 
years immediately after 850 B.C.), as well as a few other grave offerings. The attic pyxides ac- 
curately date the rest of the finds and especially the local spherical pyxides which bear cross- 
hatched maeanders and swastikas as main decoration. It can thus be concluded that all the 
pottery from the tomb belongs to the years from 850 to 825 B.C., and perhaps to the end of 
this 25 year period. 

One of these local pyxides (height 0.29 m) also bears a pictorial decoration as - something 
rare for the pottery of the period. The drawing on the belly of the vase is bordered and depicts 
a long ship moving towards the right. Above it and facing in the same direction are two birds 
in flight, while in the sea below, swim two fish schematically rendered3. 

The description of this early ship of the years around 840-830 B.C. is of particular interest 
but also presents us with certain difficulties since, in the absence of contemporary written 
sources, relevant information can only be found in the "Homeric" Epics - although this oral 
tradition was codified and written down at least 100 years later. 

Despite the schematic design of the ship (fig.l), one can discern the curved stem at the back, 
where the steering oar is also to be found. The prow is elevated and vertical with small projec- 
tions, while it ends above in a backward-turning component, possibly the "at$AaorovU of the 
Epos. Down at the front at the ship's waterline, a protruding part (the later-named ram) can 
be observed. It is not clear whether the series of small vertical lines on the long side of the 
ship (31 in number) indicate a series of thole pins (the Homeric " d ~ i 6 ~ ~ " )  where the oars were 
fastened or if, in conjunction with the horizontal lines, they mean to depict the ship's side 
fremework and rail. It should be noted that the ships of the Geometric period do not as yet 
appear to have a deck. There is also a main mast which is forked at the top, where a rope 
is fastened (thewnp6~ovo~").However, no sail is shown4. 

At the rear end of the ship 2-3 spears are depicted. They were, I believe, intended mainly 
as an indication of theship's combative capacity. Spears in this position appear quite frequently 
in later examples of war ships of the 8th cent. The depiction of the spears should not, in my 
opinion, be connected with some abstract mythological representation5, but understood simp 
ly as stating the military intention of the ship (perhaps it is the Homeric "vat\paxov ~umov", 

* This paper was delivered in August 1987 in Greek and translated with some alterations and 
corrections during the summer of 1988. The translation into English, for which I thank my daughter 
Eleni Calligas for her help, was undertaken so that the language of this contribution would 
harrnonise with that of the other papers of the Delphi Symposium. 














